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3l6 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s., 12, 1910 

The Garos. By Major A. Playfair. With an Introduction by Sir J. Bamp- 
FYLDE Fuller. Published tender the orders of the Government of East- 
ern Bengal and Assam. London: David Nutt, 1909. 8°, 172 pp. 

The available information regarding the castes and tribes of Assam is scat- 
tered in several places. The introduction to the book by Sir J. B. Fuller 
informs us of the happy decision of the government of Assam to bring to- 
gether, add, and correct the information in form of special monographs, each 
dealing with a single tribe or caste. The one before us forms a part of the 
project; the author has performed his task with great zeal and care. In 
the opinion of the reviewer the most important part of his work is the one 
which discusses the origin and afifinities of the Garos. 

The writer concerns himself with the Hill Garos and contrasts them with 
the Plain Garos. The Hill Garos are a community of over one hundred 
thousand, inhabitants of an inaccessible tract of mountainous country cov- 
ered with dense forests, and have remained free from foreign elements, until 
the advent of the British a short time ago. It would be difficult to pick 
out a dozen Hill Garos who have forsaken their animistic creed for the Hindu 
religion (p. 18). Mr. Playfair discusses the question of migration of the 
Garos. He tells us that in bygone ages the ancestors of the Garos, and of 
many tribes with which they are allied, came from Thibet and having 
crossed the Himalayas settled in the plains at their foot. The tribes or 
castes closely allied to the Garos are the Koch, the Kacharis, the Rabbias, 
the Bodos, etc. The reviewer is not aware of anything that would go against 
the premises from which Major Playfair draws his conclusions. Though 
the previous habitat of the above mentioned tribes may be considered as 
known, the periods during which they migrated are not yet known. 

The book often refers to the progress made by missionaries in evangeli- 
zation of the race, and speaks of fairly numerous villages that have become 
entirely Christian (p. xii). The reader misses very much a numerical state- 
ment of the Christian Garos, showing the strength of Christianity within 
the whole tribe. In the opinion of the reviewer the chances of the Garos 
becoming entirely Christian would be in inverse ratio with the economic de- 
velopment of the Hills which may bring a Hindu population in contact with 
the Garos. As Hinduism needs no conversion, simple intercourse with 
Hindus would result in the final adoption by the Garos and other animistic 
tribes in India of the Hindu social system popularly known as Hinduism. 
Notwithstanding the labors of the missionaries, Hinduization of the Garos 
would not be difficult inasmuch as they have a tradition of being descended 
from a Brahmana who fell in love with a Thibetan damsel (p. 12). 

The information in the monograph would have been more complete had 
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the author given some of the earliest allusions to the Garos in the documents 
of the rulers of Bengal. 

A custom regarding the administration of an oath among the Garos sug- 
gests, that when the Brahmana Dharma-writers of India laid down the rule 
regarding a long oath for a Shudra, they might have simply sanctioned the 
custom that prevailed among the uncivilized Hindu tribes of that day. "The 
Garo oath is a long one, and consists, first, of the declaration of truth of the 
coming statement, and then of calling down upon the speaker all the worst 
evils that can be imagined, should he speak falsely" (p. 75). Compare with 
this The Laws of Manu (viii, 88 ff.). " 'Speak' thus let him (the judge) ask 
a Brahmana. 'Speak the truth" thus let him address a Kshatriya. A Vaish- 
ya should be admonished by mentioning his kine, grain and gold. A Shudra 
by threatening him with the guilt of every crime, saying, whatever places 
of torments are assigned by sages, to the slayer of a Brahmana, to the mur- 
derer of women and children, to him who betrayed a friend, and to an un- 
grateful man, those shall be thy portion if thou speakest falsely." This state- 
ment in the Laws of Manu is followed by twelve more verses in order to 
advise Shudra of his responsibility, and of sins that would fall upon his head 
in case he spoke a lie. 

The book is properly systematized and would serve as an admirable work 
of reference on any anthropological topic. 

Shridhar V. Ketkar. 

Tke Development of Religion : A Study in Anthropology and Social Psy- 
chology. By Irving King, Ph.D., State University of Iowa. New York ; 
The Macmillan Company, 1910. 8X 5>^. PP- xxiii, 371. ($1.75 net.) 
Dr King's point of view is "that the religious attitude has been 
built up through the overt activities which appear in primitive social 
groups, activities which were either spontaneous and playful or which 
appeared with reference to meeting various practical needs of the life- 
process, and that the development of emotional values has been mediated 
through the fact that these activities were in the main social " (p. viii). 
From this point of view he treats in successive chapters of the possibility 
and the scope of the psychology of religion ; preliminary questions re- 
garding the evolution of religion ; the consciousness of value ; the genesis 
of the religious attitude ; the origin of religious practices ; the mysterious 
power ; magic and religion ; further considerations regarding the evolu- 
tion of the religious attitude ; origin and development of concepts of 
divine personages ; the problem of monotheism and the higher ethical 
conceptions of the deity ; religion and morals, with special reference to 



